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Chapter 5D 

Washington State University Vancouver 
Enrollment Highlights 

 
 
Introduction 
 

ashington State University (WSU) Vancouver has been separately funded as a branch 
campus since fall 1989.  In 1983, WSU participated in a joint center for education with 

other institutions in Southwest Washington.  Original academic programming by WSU in 
Vancouver concentrated in the high technology disciplines.  With the closure of The Evergreen 
State College programs in Vancouver in 1988, WSU began offering undergraduate programs in 
general studies, business, and liberal arts.  The focus of growth at WSU Vancouver is now in 
upper division programs and specialized graduate offerings. 
 
In Fall 2000, 13 undergraduate and eight graduate degree programs served about 1,600 students.  
The undergraduate degree programs include biology, business, computer science, education, 
electronic media and culture, English, humanities, human development, psychology, nursing, 
public affairs, manufacturing engineering, and social science.  Graduate degrees are offered in 
business administration (MBA), education (Ed.M.), engineering management (MEM), nursing 
(MN), public affairs (MPA), teaching (MIT), and technology management (MTM).   
 
Additional undergraduate degree programs proposed for the 2001-2005 include earth system 
science, mechanical engineering, electronic communication and culture, anthropology, and 
engineering technology.  Proposed graduate degree programs include environmental science, 
history, human services and management information system. 
 
The Fall 2000 enrollment was 1,618 students for 1,119 FTEs.  (See Table 24.) 
 
Access and Participation Rates 
 

Seventy-one percent of WSU Vancouver total students are drawn from Clark County.  More than 
80 percent of students are from the six-county Southwest Washington service area.  One hundred 
sixteen students (7 percent) are from out of state, primarily from Oregon.  (See Table 25 and 
Figure 9.) 
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Service Levels and Student Flow 
 

Over 53 percent of WSU Vancouver students attend part-time. 
 
The average age of Vancouver students is 32 years, representing a student body, which is older, 
employed full-time, and place-bound by job or family.  Out of 486 new students enrolled in fall 
2000, 178 transferred from Washington community colleges, 31 from Washington four-year 
institutions, 108 from out of state, and 169 from Other Entrance.  The campus retention rate was 
78 percent.  (See Table 26.) 
 
 

Table 24 
Washington State University Vancouver 

Annual Average and Fall Headcount Enrollment and FTEs 
1989-90 through 2000-01 

 
 _______Annual Average____  ________Fall Semester_____ 
 Headcount FTEs  Headcount FTEs 
        1989-90 281  130  281  120 
1990-91 420  236  395  216 
1991-92 532  315  516  297 
1992-93 575  349  565  350 
1993-94 743  484  781  487 
1994-95 835  566  807  565 
1995-96 949  636  935  636 
1996-97 1,278  722  1,064  708 
1997-98 1,192  828  1,308  826 
1998-99 1,067  591  1,486  983 
1999-00 1,488  970  1,521  1,023 
2000-01 1,601  1,076  1,618  1,119 

 
 
SOURCE:  Higher Education Enrollment Report (HEER). 
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Table 25 

Washington State University Vancouver 
County Participation Rates, Fall 2000 

 
  2000 Pop Fall 2000 Part.  2000 Pop Fall 2000 Part. Desc. 
 County Age 17+ Enr. Rates County Age 17+ Enr. Rates Rank 

           
Adams 11,113 0 0.000 * Clark 251,228 1,144 0.455 1 
Asotin 15,615 0 0.000 * Cowlitz 69,408 173 0.249 2 
Benton 102,453 10 0.010 * Skamania 7,400 14 0.189 3 
Chelan 49,018 2 0.004 Klickitat 14,263 9 0.063 4 

* Clallam 51,255 1 0.002 * Lewis 51,506 20 0.039 5 
* Clark 251,228 1,144 0.455 Columbia 3,150 1 0.032 6 

Columbia 3,150 1 0.032 * Pacific 16,769 4 0.024 7 
* Cowlitz 69,408 173 0.249 Walla Walla 42,594 5 0.012 8 

Douglas 23,520 1 0.004 * Thurston 158,009 16 0.010 9 
Ferry 5,448 0 0.000 * Grays Harbor 50,972 5 0.010 10 
Franklin 33,172 0 0.000 Benton 102,453 10 0.010 11 
Garfield 1,816 0 0.000 * Jefferson 21,119 2 0.009 12 
Grant 52,068 0 0.000 Whitman 34,385 3 0.009 13 

* Grays Harbor 50,972 5 0.010 Kittitas 27,151 2 0.007 14 
* Island 54,262 0 0.000 Douglas 23,520 1 0.004 15 
* Jefferson 21,119 2 0.009 Chelan 49,018 2 0.004 16 
* King 1,368,040 34 0.002 * Kitsap 173,339 7 0.004 17 
* Kitsap 173,339 7 0.004 Okanogan 29,245 1 0.003 18 

Kittitas 27,151 2 0.007 Yakima 155,550 5 0.003 19 
Klickitat 14,263 9 0.063 * Mason 38,491 1 0.003 20 

* Lewis 51,506 20 0.039 * King 1,368,040 34 0.002 21 
Lincoln 7,755 0 0.000 * Pierce 520,806 11 0.002 22 

* Mason 38,491 1 0.003 * Clallam 51,255 1 0.002 23 
Okanogan 29,245 1 0.003 Spokane 317,017 6 0.002 24 

* Pacific 16,769 4 0.024 * Snohomish 448,524 4 0.001 25 
Pend Oreille 8,824 0 0.000 * Whatcom 129,356 1 0.001 26 

* Pierce 520,806 11 0.002 Adams 11,113 0 0.000 27 
* San Juan 11,527 0 0.000 Asotin 15,615 0 0.000 28 
* Skagit 77,482 0 0.000 Ferry 5,448 0 0.000 29 
* Skamania 7,400 14 0.189 Franklin 33,172 0 0.000 30 
* Snohomish 448,524 4 0.001 Garfield 1,816 0 0.000 31 

Spokane 317,017 6 0.002 Grant 52,068 0 0.000 32 
Stevens 29,243 0 0.000 * Island 54,262 0 0.000 33 

* Thurston 158,009 16 0.010 Lincoln 7,755 0 0.000 34 
* Wahkiakum 2,981 0 0.000 Pend Oreille 8,824 0 0.000 35 

Walla Walla 42,594 5 0.012 * San Juan 11,527 0 0.000 36 
* Whatcom 129,356 1 0.001 * Skagit 77,482 0 0.000 37 

Whitman 34,385 3 0.009 Stevens 29,243 0 0.000 38 
Yakima 155,550 5 0.003 * Wahkiakum 2,981 0 0.000 39 

Washington Total 4,465,872 1,482 0.033  Washington Total 4,465,872 1,482 0.033  
Out-of-State U.S.  116   Out-of-State U.S.  116   
Foreign   20   Foreign   20   
Total  1,618   Total  1,618   

           
* West of the Cascades. 3,502,474 1,437 0.041       
  East of the Cascades 963,398 45 0.005       

 
NOTE:  These are participation rates of enrolled students who applied from within the state of Washington by county. 
 
Source:  Enrollment data is from Fall 2000 HEER.  Population is from OFM. 
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 Table 26 
Washington State University Vancouver1 
Student Flow, Fall 1989 through Fall 2000 

 
 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

             

Freshman Entrance 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 50 0 
             

  Washington High School 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 49 0 
  High School Senior Previous Fall 60,912 56,484 54,388 55,659 56,617 28,590 61,112 62,720 65,346 68,242 69,373 72,131 
  Percent 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.00 

             
  Out of State High School 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
  WSU Vancouver Fall Headcount 281 395 516 565 781 807 935 1,064 1,308 1,486 1,521 1,618 
  Percent 0.36 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.00 

             
Transfer 110 235 201 221 303 335 432 442 533 512 314 317 

             
  Washington Community Colleges 40 94 88 114 141 175 205 224 244 262 189 178 
  CC Academic AA FTE2 34,611 40,665 41,274 43,656 44,308 47,089 47,972 47,972 46,090 44,772 45,419 46,427 
  Percent 0.12 0.23 0.21 0.26 0.32 0.37 0.43 0.47 0.43 0.47 0.42 0.38 

             
  Washington Four-Year Institution 22 45 70 39 53 96 132 126 160 157 31 31 
  Public Four-Year Previous Spring 70,290 72,149 73,340 73,960 75,404 77,657 78,250 78,856 80,857 81,065 82,606 86,995 
  Percent 0.03 0.06 0.10 0.05 0.07 0.12 0.17 0.16 0.18 0.19 0.04 0.04 

             
  Out of State Institution 48 96 43 68 109 64 95 92 129 92 94 108 
  WSU Vancouver Fall Headcount 281 395 516 565 781 807 935 1,064 1,308 1,486 1,521 1,618 
  Percent 17.08 24.30 8.33 12.04 13.96 7.93 10.16 8.65 9.88 6.26 6.18 6.67 

             
Continuing Student 135 146 303 322 431 438 466 573 683 880 1,090 1,132 

             
  Continuing Student 135 146 303 322 431 438 466 573 683 880 1,090 1,132 
  WSU Vancouver Previous Spring H’ct 188 281 445 547 584 705 862 963 1,147 1,309 1,502 1,454 
  Percent Retained 71.81 51.96 68.09 58.87 73.80 62.13 54.06 59.50 59.55 67.23 72.57 77.85 

             
Other Entrance 35 14 12 22 47 34 37 49 92 94 67 169 

             
  Former Student 35 14 12 22 47 34 37 49 37 49 67 113 
  Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 56 

             
Total Fall Headcount 281 395 516 565 781 807 935 1,064 1,308 1,486 1,521 1,618 

             
Total AA FTEs 130 236 315 349 484 624 636 722 828 591 970 1,076 
 
NOTES: 
1Funded separately since Fall 1990. 
2Beginning 1994, figures include Technical Colleges from SBCTC Management Information System (MIS). 
CC = Community College 
AA = Annual Average 
 
SOURCE:  Higher Education Enrollment Report (HEER). 
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